
Joel Weaver 
Copywriter. Brand Advocate. Idea Generator. Ad Guy. 

  WHAT I DO 
I think about things and come up with ideas, then I write stuff down in different formats to convince 
people to think about buying things they need or want. All while hitting deadlines. 
 WHERE I’VE DONE IT 
Senior Copywriter, Gragg Advertising (August 2014-July 2016) 
Developing strategy and messaging concepts for education, retail, finance and technology clients. 
Partnering with art directors and designers to create brand-centric digital, traditional, and broadcast 
executions. Winner of company chili cook-off two years in a row. Clients included: Topsy’s, Federal 
Home Loan Bank - Chicago, Boston College, Kearney Trust Company  Freelance Copywriter (May 2010 – present) 
The companies I work for include:  Dockyard Apparel, Canton, OH – I can’t say enough about this company; apparently, neither 

can the owner. He has a lot of ideas and reining him in is a challenge. But I dig working for him.  CTE Learning, Olathe, KS – Creating brand strategy for a company whose goal is to change the 
world of education and whose intern is a collie mix named Libby. Those things shouldn’t mix.  Solomon Corporation, Solomon, KS – Developing voice and tone for company that makes 
industrial electrical equipment because I like a challenge.  EXIT Realty Blues City, Memphis, TN – Implementing strategy for a parity industry and an owner 
who wants to emulate competitors’ ads, “just to stick it to them.” He’s learning. It’s a process.  Keypath Education, Lenexa, KS – Worked about six months as a full-time, in-house freelancer. 
They have a weird policy that I can’t say I worked for them. Whatever. I don’t pay attention to 
rules.  I’m a rebel. Update: They just contacted me to work for them again. I guess I’m cool.  The Personal Marketing Company, Overland Park, KS – I wrote blogs for a syndicated social 
media product TPMC developed. I also wrote a white paper and the company’s own blog 
because nobody there understood what “brand” means.  Kleen Stripe, Wichita, KS – I designed and wrote content for a website. Business increased 100% in 
a year when they got contracts with a restaurant chain and big box retailer. I got a $50 bonus.   Trailside RV, Independence, MO – I wrote travel posts for an RV lifestyle blog. To challenge 
myself, I mostly wrote about places I’ve never been.  Country Kids Day Care, Lenexa, KS – Developed website content, search engine optimization 
and social media strategies to convince people to leave their kids with complete strangers.   Copywriter, Deluxe Corporation (September 2011-September 2012) 

A unique opportunity to work for a start-up with a billion-dollar company backing it. Developed website 
content with effective SEO for small businesses nationwide in a variety of industries. Instrumental in 
improving customer experience for REV program customers, increasing quality of content for websites, 
and decreasing turnaround time for completed projects. Clients included: Two Fat Guys, Denver 
Sausage Company, Celeste Hynick Architect, and AT&T. 
 Community Manager, Powerhouse Marketing/MacFarlane Group (March 2009-September 2011) 
A friend called and said, “Hey, the company I work for is doing something new. What do you know 
about social media?” At the time, I had a My Space account, so I said, “Just about everything.” I 
developed social media strategy and created content, developed an SEO plan to improve search 
results and reputation management initiatives for a venture capital company with interests in finance, 
construction, communications and retail.  



FORMER CAREERS 
Owner/Manager, Kyle’s Tap Room (March 2002-April 2008) 
Turned a neighborhood pub into successful live music venue. I still did design work, copy and branding 
and gained notoriety with the infamous “Karaoke Sucks” ad. Honorable mention “Best Dive Bar North of 
the River.” 
 Special Sections Editor, Kansas City Star (September 1999-March 2001) 
The position I thought would set me on the trajectory to a successful career in the newspaper industry. 
Meanwhile, the Internet was really taking off and some kid was starting a website in his dorm room that 
allowed people to talk to each other.  
 Advertising Designer, Kansas City Star (September 1994-September 1999) 
A self-taught designer, I got my first job in Kansas City working for the biggest publisher in the area. Man, 
was I stoked. I designed display ads for local and national clients, then began working with a group of 
local clients to develop campaigns rather than a never-ending series of one-offs.    SKILLS 

 Thinking up ideas  Convincing people to buy things  Working with people to come up with the best ways to convince people to buy things  Making people laugh  Making people think  Not taking it too seriously  Being constantly amazed by the human condition  Kicking ass on an almost daily basis   WHERE I PAID TO LEARN STUFF 
University of Kansas - Master of Science, Journalism (Advertising Sequence) Wichita State University - Bachelor of Arts, Journalism 
 
 CONTACT INFO 
Address: 5008 N. Woodland, Kansas City, MO 64118 
Phone: 816-520-4619 
Email: joel_weaver@hotmail.com 
Portfolio: www.joelweavercreative.com 
Twitter: @joel_copywriter 
Blog: http://billytheblaze.blogspot.com 
Linked In: www.linkedin.com/in/joelweaver 
 


